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Daily Trip Reflections

ORPHANetwork has discovered that in order to fully grasp the meaning of a trip to Nicaragua, individuals must make an intentional effort to process their experience.  There is no set rule as to how this must be accomplished.  Every individual has different needs and learning styles vary.  Feel free to mold your process time in such a way that fits your needs, but we ask that you make that time a priority during your trip.  We recommend setting aside 30-45 min each day to engage your thoughts and questions.  These daily readings are designed to connect God’s wisdom with your personal reflections on the trip.

There are two basic ways to complete the readings and questions.  The first is to simply begin chronologically, read the scripture passages and use the questions provided to help you understand God’s perspective on what you are experiencing in Nicaragua.  The second is to write down in a journal some of your experiences from the day and questions that arose from your observations.  You may then choose a reading that appears relevant to your experience or questions.  Use the scripture to help you answer your own questions and/or you may wish to use the questions already provided.

As Christians our goal is never just to read more Bible.  Reading the Bible is a useful tool because it helps us to become more loving people.  Sometimes we get confused about this subject, but the mark of a true Christian life is love.  Jesus said it very clearly in John 13:34-35:

 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

Jesus calls this a new command because it will require new action on the part of his hearers to fulfill.  We must seek to transform our old ways of life into the model of love exemplified by Jesus. Pastor John Ortberg said, “Transformation is not some piece of optional equipment, it is God’s desire for your life.  If you miss out on it, you will miss out on what you were made for.”  Use this time not to hurry through the many passages of scripture listed, but to let God’s very thoughts inform what you see and experience in Nicaragua.  Then let those ideas from God’s Word transform your worldview from a focus on self, to a focus on love and service for God and others. 
Day 1- What is the significance of orphans, widows and aliens in the Bible?
Read: Deuteronomy 10:17-19, 14:28-29 and 24:19-22

1. In the last passage why do you think God explains the command by reminding the people that they were slaves in Egypt?  As a Christian, how can you relate to this concept of slavery?

Read: Psalm 10:12-18 and Zechariah 7:9-10

2. What do these passages say about God’s thoughts concerning the care of orphans,              widows and aliens? Why is God so concerned about these three groups of people?

Read: James 1:27 (as well as the verses around it if you have time or are interested)

3. What are you thinking about after reading that last verse?

4. In what ways can you improve your faith so that may become congruent with what the Bible calls, “pure and faultless” religion?

Day 2- Compassion and love for others

Read: Psalm 116:4-9 and Matthew 9:35-36

1. How has God set an example of compassion and love for us?

Read: John 15:9-13, Romans 13:8-10, Galatians 5:6 and 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

2. What do all four of these passages have in common?

3. Why is love such an essential part of the Christian life?

Day 3- How did Jesus treat people?

Read: Luke 7:36-50 and Luke 14:1-5, 12-14

1. Imagine yourself in similar situations; in the first reading you are trying to have dinner with an important person and you are delayed because a prostitute is trying to kiss your feet.  In the second reading you are trying again to have dinner with other significant individuals who happen to be prosecution attorneys.  While eating you are propositioned to do something that although it would be helpful to the person making the request, it would also be illegal.  You are asked to do it right in front of the prosecutors.  Be honest, and make a list of how you would have probably reacted to both of these situations.  Then make a list of how Jesus reacted.

2. Take some time to make comments about how the two lists compare and contrast with each other.

3. What did you learn about Jesus?  What did you learn about yourself

4. What steps can you take to bring your actions closer to Jesus’ actions?

Day 4- Taking steps toward action: The Good Samaritan

Read: Luke 10:25-37

1. Why do you think that when the man wanted to justify himself he asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” rather than asking, “How do I love God?”

2. Why is crossing over to the other side of the road a tempting option when we see a person in need?

3. What strikes you about the way the Samaritan offered help to the injured man?

4. Why does Jesus make a Samaritan man the hero of the story?

5. How does your answer to question 4 relate to your experience over the past few days?

Day 5- True religion

Read: Isaiah 58 (whole chapter)

1. Why is God so upset in this passage?

2. What would He prefer we do instead of religious ritual?

3. How will engaging the needs of others affect our relationship with God?  With others?

Day 6- Am I my brother’s keeper?

Read: Genesis 4:9

Cain’s answer to God in this passage serves as a rhetorical question that God desires us to answer with our lives.  Take some time to reflect on you time in Nicaragua.  How have you answered this question during your time in Nicaragua?

Bonus Reading- If you have any down time and would like to do some further reading that will challenge you to think deeper. 

Read Luke 6:20-26, Luke 12:13-21, Luke 16:19-26, Luke 18:18-29 and Luke 21:1-4.

1. Why is Jesus so hard on rich people?  Please note, there is not one right answer for this question.  Luke’s Gospel is notoriously tuff on wealth.  Although these are difficult passages to interpret, it is imperative that we look at all of Jesus’ teachings with an open mind and try to understand their unique calling on our lives

